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WORDS FROM THE PASTOR

For this SCC News, I want to include an edited portion of my remarks from our recent Annual General Meeting.  My theme was “By the Numbers.”  We looked at the “numerous” contributions of our outgoing council members David Madison, Angie Armor, Tessa Too Kong, Shana Harrison, and Carey Sonnenberg.  You will note that an anagram of their last names spells MATHS, my inspiration for focusing on the numbers.  Of course, many of us shorten mathematics to Math not Maths, but I am trying to be inclusive due to our diverse congregation.  Let me throw out my one Math joke to appease the members from another subset of the congregation, those who celebrate a certain “postre” at Thanksgiving. What do you get if you divide the circumference of a jack-o-lantern by its diameter? A: Pumpkin Pi! 

All right, on to the serious part of the report. Attendance numbers, financial figures, number of new members, baptisms and deaths are all part of the way we review the year. In this current SCC news, those of you who like numbers can find some important figures related to buildings, budgets and bodies.  Numbers help us quantify our ministry.  So yes, I do think numbers are useful.  Yet, there is always a danger that the “numbers”, which are meant to be a means of evaluation and planning, become the primary focus.  The value of the numbers is in what lies behind or beyond the number.

For example, on a given Sunday we may have 5 visitors.  3 may be a couple with their son who are new to Santiago; this is their first time away from their home country.  They are looking for a place to make connections in English.  They are a little overwhelmed by the move and need a community of faith to deal with all the changes going on.  They are much more than a number. The fourth person may be woman whose husband has recently died. She has not been to church for a long time, but the recent events in her life have left her searching for peace and perhaps hope. She is more than a number. The fifth may be a native Spanish speaker who is learning English, but has heard that SCC is a good place to not only learn English but also to see what Christianity from a Protestant perspective is all about. Well, you get the idea.

Numbers are very useful tools, but we must never forget that our calling is not about the numbers but about the ministry to which we are called.  I like the summary at the end of Acts 2.  On the one hand the author of Acts tells us that 3,000 believers were added to the church on the day of Pentecost. (Read verse 41.) The numbers are given as a reason for encouragement.  The author goes on to describe the real ministry and calling of the church. “They devoted themselves to the apostles teaching, to fellowship, to the breaking of bread and to prayer… All the believers were together and had everything in common, Selling their possessions and goods, they gave to anyone as he had need.  They did a statistical analysis of the number of non-believers in the area, plus took a survey of all the committed Jews to see what changes in their worship style would attract them to their fellowship. They designed a new logo for a mass mailing. (OK I added that part in italics.  I really do not mean to be glib about the value and usefulness of modern methods for reaching people. Let me continue.) “They broke bread in their homes and ate together with glad and sincere hearts, praising God and enjoying the favor of all the people. And the Lord added to their number daily those who were being saved.”  Now notice, the importance at the end of the text is not the number per se, but those who were reached by the message.  In this sense I think we can see our calling as well.  The numbers (whether they be financial, attendance, number of Sunday School Classes etc.) are useful for planning and celebration etc.  But ultimately the numbers are important not because they represent success, but because they represent people who need to receive and share the love of God.  And our calling is not first and foremost about the numbers, but about doing what the early church did—devoting ourselves to the teaching and fellowship and service and prayer and praise.  

We do celebrate the gifts of the past year at SCC as we look at the numbers of those who have been involved and the contributions made.  But we also remember that our calling is not just to the numbers, and not even just to the people who are represented by the numbers, but to the God who has brought us out of darkness to walk in the light and love of Christ.  We are called to walk with our savior, as we seek to grow in our love and faithfulness and to share that love with others.  Ultimately, our success rests not with the numbers, but with our faithfulness to this call.  

Grace and Peace,

David

BATHROOM RENOVATION

As part of the Long Range Planning exercise we have been reviewing the fabric of the church and the accompanying buildings based on the needs of a growing congregation, especially of young people. We decided that as our first priority we had to have another Sunday school room. Our second priority was to make our toilets more versatile, being accessible to those with physical problems and to parents who require to change the diapers of their children. Our new bathroom in the new Sunday School room contains a changing table. We now wish to redesign our current bathroom layout, using the space we have, to construct a bathroom with wheelchair access that can be used by males and females and which will have a changing table for infants. Given that this is going to be designed for invalid access and that we are going to use the existing toilet space this means that there may be some reduction in the size of the other bathrooms.


We have had an architect prepare designs, which we are still adjusting to give us the maximum utilization of the space available. The design has been limited by our decision not to expand the exterior of the building  or encroach upon the library, as it is used frequently as a meeting room.

The cost of this transformation is estimated to be of the order of $6.5 -7Mn. We will go out to tender and based on the results of our tendering process we will seek approval from Council before moving ahead. 

The Long Range Planning committee is recommending that, for this project, we should solicit donations to help defray the cost. I have every confidence that the Council, having already agreed in principle, will give the final approval. For those interested in contributing we would ask that you send in your contributions in an envelope marked “Bathroom Renovation”.

It is our intention to carry out this project in the middle of this year.

Victor Hawkins

Council Chairman 

___________________________

HOMELEAVE
David and Kathi will be taking home leave during June and July.

FALL IS IN FULL SWING!!

Our church programming continues as we move into the colder months. Please mark your calendars for the following:

Sacred Space

Sunday, May 17
6:30pm

This contemplative, alternative worship experience will meet in the chapel.

All-Church Hike

Thursday, May 21
9:00am

We will carpool from the church and will return by 1:00pm. There will be a group for slower walkers and faster hikers. Sign up at the back of the church or by calling the church office.
Inquirer’s Class 

Sunday, May 24 
Noon – 1:15 pm 

Our pastor David Bubb leads this       opportunity to find out more about the work and mission of SCC. The meeting is in the church house, and childcare is available upon request. Please sign up by calling the church office.

Parenting/Grand parenting Workshop

Saturday, May 30 
9:30am -Noon

Our theme is “Growing Together: Understanding and Nurturing Our Children’s Faith”. Learn about the spiritual development of children from birth through the teen years. Reflect on your own beliefs and what you want to pass along to your children or grandchildren. Develop tools for helping your child grow in faith. Share with other parents. The event is free, with childcare available upon request.

Get Better Acquainted Dinners

Friday and Saturday, June 5 & 6

One host (and/or hostess) provides the main dish, while 6 – 10 others join in with side dishes, drinks and desserts. Choose your night – we’ll let you know where to go and what to bring. (Sorry, kids – adults only!) Sign up in the church or by calling the office. Please sign up by Monday, June 1!!!
Ladies Guild Winter Sale
Saturday, June 27
10:00 a.m.

Join us in the church hall for a sale of used books, woollies, baked goods, marmalade, chutney and more!!! If you have books to get rid of, we’ll gladly take them.

SCRIPTURE VERSES

OF THE MONTH
May – I John 4:7-8 Dear friends, let us love one another, for love comes from God. Everyone who loves has been born of God and knows God. Whoever does not love does not know God, because God is love

June - Deuteronomy 6:4-5 - Hear, O Israel: The LORD our God, the LORD is one. Love the LORD your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your strength
July – Proverbs 3:5 - Trust in the LORD with all your heart and lean not on your own understanding;

August - Romans 12:10 - Be devoted to one another in love. Honor one another above yourselves.

Be sure to post the verse where you see it daily. Say it together with family members at prayers, meals, etc.  Memorize the location of the verse in the Bible, as well.

SUNDAY SCHOOL UPDATE

We now have six Sunday School classes, including classes for 2&3 year olds, 4&5 year olds, Kindergarten, First and Second grades, Third and Fourth grades, Fifth and Sixth grades and Seventh and Eighth grades (this class meets half of the time).

We LOVE our new Sunday School classroom, where the youngest children meet. It has a bathroom that can be used by all church members, but especially parents with small children who need a good diaper-changing place.

One of our Sunday School teachers, Sarah Lyle, is leaving, so we have a new opening for a Sunday School teacher! We ask for a commitment of two times per month. All curriculum and resources are provided, along with training. Contact Kathi Bubb for more information. 
___________________________

YOUTH PROGRAMS
Here at SCC we continue with three programs for our older children/youth:

TP Club – For our third to ninth graders; meets once a month after church for lunch, games and activities – next meeting is on May 17.

Cross Connections – For our sixth to ninth graders; meets once a month after church for lunch, games and activities, as well as  usually on a Friday night for dinner, activities and conversation. Their overnight at the church will be held on May 1 and 2, with the theme of “What Would Jesus Do?”. They will also meet again on May 17. Contact the church office for more information.

Confirmation Class – Four young ladies have been participating in a Confirmation Class for almost a year, discussing the basics of the Christian faith and how we are to live those in our daily lives.

___________________________

CHURCH OFFICERS
Congratulations to our newest members of the Church Council who were elected at our last Annual General Meeting in April:


Ed Fuentes


Patricia Hutchison


Laurie Kelly


Ailsa Shaw


Neil Walbaum

Four of the five are serving on the SCC Council for the first time. (see full list of Council Members at the end of the News.)

Members of the Auditing Commission are:


Brendan Cooper


Uri Pimstein


Fred Speidel

All of the council will be commissioned on Sunday, May 10. Many thanks to these members who are serving the church in this way.

CALENDAR THESE EVENTS!!

Brunch and Study

Saturday, July 4

International Dinner 
    

Saturday, August 8

Marriage Workshop

September 5

All-Church Retreat 
     

October 9-11

OUTREACH REPORT

On Saturday, April 25, 12 representatives from Santiago Community Church drove to Casa Blanca to paint two homes for Habitat for Humanity. This marked the 21st project that SCC has done since 2004. Nearly 100 people from our church have participated in these efforts to provide decent housing for low-income families here in Chile.

CHOIR SEARCH REPORT

The Search Committee for a Choir Director is pleased to report that Linda Cobb will be taking over that position officially as of June. Linda has been a long-time member of SCC and has a lot of experience with church music. We are delighted to have Linda back with us and look forward to her music leadership. Check the service sheet for upcoming choir rehearsals and music reading classes in May.

___________________________________

NEWS FROM THE PEWS

Weddings

14.02.09 Alejandro Farías Zúñiga and Francisca Donoso Villela

14.02.09 Jorge Lizama Vera and Carolina Donoso Villela

21.02.09 Juan Paulo Cabrera Calderón and France Arriagada Hinostroza

21.03.09 Michelle Wilson Nicoll and Raúl Maffei Illanes

Funerals

31.03.09 Michael Westcott McKay

19.04.09 Fernando Díaz Cespedes

23.04.09 Delicia Dooley Gaillard de Elder

Baptisms

01.03.09 Madison Marie Rea

29.03.09 John Lowe Newbold Labarca

26.04.09 Sophie Lee Sabaj Griffith

Prayer Concerns

Malcolm Wilkey

Mario Illanes

Jo Gilfillan

Farewells:
Dale and Linda Tweed, 
Back to

   Nicole, Josh and Rachelle 
Canada

David and Tracy Rea, 
Back to USA

   Madison 

FINANCIAL UPDATE
Income in pledges at end of April 2009: 

$ 31.055.297

(45% of total pledges through 33% of the year)

Total pledged for 2009: 

$ 61.806.000 + US$ 13.600
Total income at end of April 2009: 

$ 38.652.789  
Expenditures at the end of April 2009




$ 35.143.043  

Balance

  $ 3.509.746 
___________________________

JOYFUL SONG

The new music group, Joyful Song, continues practicing once a month to learn and sing new songs, many of which are of a less traditional style.  This group will introduce many of these songs to the congregation. This group is not meant to replace the choir, but to offer a different opportunity for our singers. Everyone is welcome, including youth age 11 and older and instrumentalists.  The next meeting will be on Sunday, May 10 at 5:00pm.

___________________________

CHURCH INFORMATION

CHURCH COUNCIL:

Chairperson: Victor Hawkins

Margaret Abascal, David Cobb, Ed Fuentes, Patricia Hutchison, Laurie Kelly, Ailsa Shaw, Frits Slotema, Neil Walbaum, Bunny Yeomans, Gordon Yorston, 
Office hours:
9:00 am-1:00 pm (M-F) 

Office staff:
Audrey Wilsdon   

Phone/fax: 
232-1113

Pastor: - David Bubb – 233-7557


dkbubb@santiagochurch.org 

E-mail:
office@santiagochurch.org
Web site:www.santiagochurch.org
Address: Avda. Holanda 151 Providencia

Postal address:
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